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THE RIVER PATROL'S WORK.

FTUNTING TRIEVES A.HONG THE PIERS.

A m}RTFR’E VOYAGE WITH THE POLICE ON THE
NORTH RIVER—SIHUT AT BY A WATCOMAN—SOME
FACTS ABOUT PIRATES,

Tt was just 1 o'clock in fhe morning when a
Tripuse reporier stepped from the pier at the foot
of Third-st., Eusk iver, upon the Moses Taylor, the

steamer of the Hurbor Police, and made his way to
the sergeant’s office.

“ Good morming, Mr. Pr-porter you are just ]m
time,” said the sergeant, ringing his bell vigoronsly.
A dozen or more gray he Jdmeted heads appeared at
the office window; the roll was ealled; two mon
wers assigued to the East and two to the Nurth
River boat, nnd the rést to various duties on the
steamer and oft it,”

“ Which river will you take I the reporter was
M‘ wl :

& Which is npl. ta bo the livelier ¥

“ The North,"”

@ Then 1Ll take that one” )

6 Al right ; bese's your man,!

1t was all the work of two minutes, and the two
partios hiud slipped into their small row boats and
wers pulling in opposite divections, the one detailed
to patrol the North River haviug the two policemen
at the oars and the reporter steering, They Kept
elose to the pierson sccount of the tite that was
flowiag strongly agninst them, rushing urlil‘ anriling
among the piles, muking vessels creak :u_:mn«‘l euch
other, and fagping against their buils in the most
sturtling mauuer, The reporter 1!...'!';{:'.1 :

4 Ave the rivers infested with pirates now as much
as formerly " . ]

4 No indved, A few years ago it wis terrible, the
work that was done by them, There was harndly o

t passed bnt they comnitted several depreda-

’tltl‘:le}]m 1‘1::“‘; . :rh-l-r henud or gagged or threw into the

river or killed some watchmian, They warked in

angs, Muny of the ol gungs have becas broken up,
mt there are several lefl yot.

“How do yon account for the decrease in thuir

wpredations ]

d"!ui‘l‘lluum.arv sevoral reasons, The times nre betler

and there are fewer lillers (o be drawn loto pliacy ;

merchundise jsn't left arovod loose on the plers as
wuch as it used to be; wore and bettor waetehes
men are kept on guard, and what's most me
portant, whim a v ilow i caught now, he's
ety sute to got from ong to ten years in the
l&'lllll'llllhl!’). l.lu‘-u' piratea used to boast, when

eanglht, that they wonld be neguitted, 1 rolities did

it. u];, these fellows haven't the free rango they

used to have.”

re sote of their gangs' headgnarters
asked the reporter, lookine wiuys nt sowe rongh-
looking shianties awd tomble-down wharves,

% The huvdest one 1s ealled the Hook gang, Thoy
keep their bomts in thero at the foot of Jackson:st,,
and operate all along the river, but wostly wtween
Gieand-st, amd the Bridge, Here 1s the Hook now,
See how strong the tule 1s! Do you see those fow

boats way up in that slip, below the shauty ¢ Waell,
that 18 purt of (heir dent; the rost are ont. That
one with the mast is called the Fapmer's Dread-

wst than

naught, It makes longer trips along 't
the rest, its crew stealing chickens aud fouit aod
often hrl‘nklllg into larmbonses, Then there is a
siall gaog at Dover-st,, elow the Bridge—a tor-
pibily rongh ose—anlled tits Suioky Hollow gung, on
the Brookiyn side below Fulton Ferry s aml last,
Bt by no means Teast, the Hadson River gane, Ih
boats” are kept all along ti.. Now=York side and
operate mostly on the New -.u-r-n'\' Side,”

= Wheun the pirutes soe the ¥ onu 't get
you, do they often show fght 7 :

“(Mtent Well, 1 should say they did: almost
always do, ‘-unle-tlluuw #dozen or more shots nre
exchangod before we securo fliein, nnd at other
thnes we hiavo o lively race,  If they gain on us wo
drup oars and open five. The pivates very seldom
fire on us lll"at' we have more to fear from the
watchmon.”

“Watchmen! How 1

“ W hy lots of them make a target of us fur nightly
pistol practics, some tiring four or five times in suc.
CUssion, IhN.' wee i hoat coming into their sli I or
pussing their pier, and they at once think itisa
].u'l te boat. So withont !:.a.luu.. it they hlaze

o Ourother boat bns two bullets in it, one in
!hr el:l.("l\ ol the stori seat, Fortong |1n-]|\ theyure 5o
frightened genorally that they can’t shoot straight,
We get one or two shots of this Kind every nw!lt.
and ulu-uuimll dozen. A little nearer the pler,
Please.”

The reporter had unconseiously hieaded the hoat
out into the river, to increase the distunce hetween
it and possibile watchen, Aftor this cvery eluster
of piles that stood oot seainst the starlit'shy,

spars and rigeing of |ln- numberless vessels atid
nooks and coruers of wharves seemed to sw
with watehmen and pistols. A tug with two emipts
conl h'trmw in tow cime puffing throueh the dark-
ness, aml vigorous shonting hrought & man to the
side of the lust barge, The little boat was taken in
tow and cut throngh the water ot a lively rate,
The dreaded watelunen being ata safe distance,
the reporter asked :

“ Whut articios do the pirates steal mostly ™
“Pig-ivon, copper, bWock-liv, and  wmerchandisa
that ﬁs hurd to identify, Abont the nonest
‘lhmgn they steal are hawsers, stmall rupes and lites,
They otten cut vessels adrilt eutively,”

?)u they ever try to pass themselves oft nm
wak'hmt-u or officers on bonts, when you fiud
thew 1

“ Oh, yes, Sometimes thev get away Iw that
dmlhr, ut, we geuwerally can tell what they are,
We caught one lot by 1mr|u:u their elothes rod
with iron rust frow pig-iron they had stolen,  Au-
other satd ho was watehmnn ou 4 ferry boat that o
Bout full of ropes waa tied to, and bo Knew nothing
about the boat A cheoked collar and veckiie wers
an the boat, and ho had on the shitt to wateh, We
took him in"

The ww was goom epposite Communipaw; the
pohice poat was cast adrift and storted oa 11«
rounds from Commutipaw to the Elvstan ields
on the New-Jersey side and from Rixty-fitth-st. 1o
the Battery on the New-York side of the river. It
gltded luto lowg dark slips; besasth the Llack

storus of buge iron steaoiers; throngh and wniler
wharves, whose beams stuck out in the
xpoeted manner and knooked the powary
Uead, with the comforting thonght evey
present that o fatelo-benined witehman or a desyi-
rile pirnie who ool yee 'Iull.\mlt being spen, nn"hl
b any moiuent {- “iost for luek, {1
boat was turiing it ﬂ ipof the Pernsylvania

ailrond's ptnr \o. 5 aud one of the officers i just
{;mnr\u-d “ We won't lnm-h Mirther withoug

g hlad” whion o dash, the whiz of 0 pistol ball
aud o splush’ in the wister eloye by o Lmti. COl
firmed hus lpmdictmu.

“ Polive hoat ™ ghionted an oMeer,

No reply mma.g: Ehe boat went on to inveatigate,
It haul vesched vessel that tho shot eame Gion,
wh:;n a territiod voloe semewhors on board gquuy:
ere

“1 gegnoss m‘u

“ No, | don't thin

away from

£

gono far enongl.”
wn have. This is the pulics
Imul. und the next llm Yo seo g bont comitg in
here you betier huw ] it before firing, I you
;ru! In: Jsote of us, 1t might have beei unploainnt
or lll.l
i i clldu't slumtr it was the other fellow at the
end of the d-doek,” and s figure slid ont from
behiod a mast.
% I‘h.u’nm‘i rlrm, bnt be more careful next tlme,

That's 4 g average watelman,”
&nid the onimr M boat went on np the river,

“We will o [ilke i

m::;;gtﬁmmlz BOTL o( t}li‘::f h:m . "l;
No bont, but severn

m:m ones ;“Glt oul c.‘J this or 1'll
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DESTRUCTION BY 4 WATERSPOUT.
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MINES AND MINING.

BUNDAY, Ang, 21—r. M,

At the Mining Stock Exchanges during tho last
week there has been a large increase in the volume
of \husiness, and yesterday, although Saturdaysin
midsummer are hroken days, the transuactions were
lnrger than on Friday, and only slightly less than
on Thursday, Conpled with this incroased activity
was o constant appreciation in values genernlly.
These indications point to an inerease in intor-

est in mining  enterprises  and  still  more
active markets in the nesr fulure, In  the
last  week the ('Ji*nmtnuh: shares have Dboen

prominent in aetivity and sirengih.  Sierra Nevada
rose to 10 from below 10 o week ago, Consolidated
Virginia (rom 1.00 to 2,45, and California from 96
t0 1,03, Bodie closed with a small loss at 9%, and
the other Dodie stocks sympathized with it. Stor-
Kohinson Consnlidated was
active nmd strong, rising (0 12%. A large ora body
Las been struck ou the 700-foot lovel, which is r?-
portod to assay very high, The strenglh of this
stovk i3 an indiention of grenteractivity in (he Lead-
ville propertios genceally,

Bt the conspienons feature of the week was the
decline in State Lines and Ortental woel Miller on
[ riday, State Line Nos, 2 and 8 dropped from 57s
to 4750 5, Nos, 1and 4 from 1,35 to 1,05, and Orien-
tal and Miller from 140 10 1.05, They ended the
week at abont the Towest tianrees, Miner Doy 'ﬂ\-"l-l'l
uctive and higher, advancing from 40 cents to H7
conts, :

Yestenday the market was unusually active,
Prices were higher for all the active stogks excent
the 8:ate Lines and Onental and Miller, which con-
tinued depressivd,  Besides these slisres Stormont
wits ]I:ll'lllll]ll'.l'l aetive between $.40 and 3,00,

Clositge ol the higher ]!lu e A large hll*lll!l't«'ﬂﬂ-lﬂ
wis |1-rru- in Miner Boy, but from its opening price
nt G it foll 1o 57, n.ul alosed bara Iy steady at that

Robinson Consolidated rose to 12%, Lt

i
closod dill at 121, Brodshaw was wenk at 1, In
geneval the market vaded frm and faicly active.

—
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